
 



WHAT ABOUT MIRACLES IN SDA CHURCH 

 

 We must not think that sanitariums were given to power, but rather 

to prepare the way for it. like the follow, because they did upon 

precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a 

little, and there a little” Isaiah 28:10. God's people will not find 

their safety in working miracles, for Satan that will be wrought. 

God's tried and tested people will find their power in the sign 

spoken of in Exodus 31:12-18. They are to take their stand on the 

living word: "It is written." This is the only foundation upon which 

they can stand securely. Those who have broken their covenant with 

God will in that day be without God and without hope. {CCh 39.5} was 

to preach the Word, and to relieve suffering by miraculous works of 

healing. instructed that we cannot now work in this way; for Satan 

will exercise his power by working miracles. God's servants today 

could not work by means of miracles; because spurious works of 

healing, claiming to be divine, will be wrought. Some have asked me, 

“Why should we have sanitariums? Why should we not, like Christ, 

pray for the sick, that they may be healed miraculously?” I have 

answered do this in all cases; how many would appreciate the healing? 

Would those who were heal become health reformers, or continue to be 

health destroyers?” but He desires that by living in conformity with 

His laws, we may co recovery and the maintenance of health imparting 

of knowledge of how to resist temptations be aroused to a sense of 

their own responsibility to work in harmony with the God of truth. 

cannot heal. We cannot change the dise missionaries, as workers 

together with God, to use the means that He has provided. Then we 

should pray that God will bless these agencies. We do believe in a 

God; we believe in a God who hears and answers prayer. He has said, 

“Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 

shall be opened unto you.” Christ sought the people where they were 

and placed before them the great truths in regard to His kingdom. As 

He went from place to place, He blessed and comforted the suffering 

and healed the sick. This is our work. Small companies are to go 

forth to do the work to which Christ appointed His disciples. While 

laboring as evangelists they can visit the sick, praying with them a 

need be, treating them, not with medicines but with the remedies 

provided in nature. {CH 501.1} IN SDA CHURCH? We must not think that 

sanitariums were given to take the place of God’s miracle power, but 

rather to prepare the way for it. Many have misapplied some quotes 

because they did not applied the instruction given by Isaiah, “for 

precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon 

line; here a little, and there a little” God's people will not find 

their safety in working miracles, for Satan will counterfeit the 



miracles . God's tried and tested people will find their power in the 

sign spoken of in 18. They are to take their stand on the living word: 

"It is written." This is the only can stand securely. Those who have 

broken their covenant with God will in that day be without God and 

without hope. {CCh 39.5} The way in which Christ worked was to preach 

the Word, and to relieve suffering by miraculous works of healing. ed 

that we cannot now work in this way; for Satan will exercise his 

power by working miracles. God's servants today could not work by 

means of miracles; because spurious works of healing, claiming to be 

divine, will be wrought. {1NL 105.4} me, “Why should we have 

sanitariums? Why should we not, like Christ, pray for the sick, that 

they may be healed miraculously?” I have answered, “Suppose we were 

able to do this in all cases; how many would appreciate the healing? 

Would those who were heal become health reformers, or continue to be 

health destroyers?” Jesus Christ is the Great Healer but He desires 

that by living in conformity with His laws, we may co-operate with 

Him in the recovery and the maintenance of health. Combined with the 

work of healing there must be an imparting of knowledge of how to 

resist temptations. Those who come to our sanitariums should be 

aroused to a sense of their own responsibility to work in harmony 

with the God of truth. We cannot change the diseased conditions of 

the body. But it is our part, as medical missionaries, as workers 

together with God, to use the means that He has provided. Then we 

should pray that God will bless these agencies. We do believe in a 

God; we believe in a God who answers prayer. He has said, “Ask, and 

ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 

opened unto you.”—MM, 13. Christ sought the people where they were 

and placed before them the great truths in regard to His place to 

place, He blessed and comforted the suffering and healed the . Small 

companies are to go forth to do the work to which Christ appointed 

His disciples. While laboring as evangelists they can visit the sick, 

praying with them a need be, treating them, not with medicines but 

with the remedies provided in nature. {CH take the place of God’s 

miracle-working Many have misapplied some quotes of Sister White for 

precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, 

line upon line; here a little, and there a little” will counterfeit 

the miracles . God's tried and tested people will find their power in 

the sign spoken of in 18. They are to take their stand on the living 

word: "It is written." This is the only can stand securely. Those who 

have broken their covenant with God The way in which Christ worked 

was to preach the Word, and to relieve suffering by miraculous works 

of healing. But I am ed that we cannot now work in this way; for 

Satan will exercise his power by working miracles. God's servants 

today could not work by means of miracles; because spurious works of 



me, “Why should we have sanitariums? Why should we not, like Christ, 

pray “Suppose we were able to do this in all cases; how many would 

appreciate the healing? Would those who were healed Jesus Christ is 

the Great Healer, operate with Him in the of healing there must be 

an . Those who come to our sanitariums should be aroused to a sense 

of their own responsibility to work in harmony with the God of truth. 

We ased conditions of the body. But it is our part, as medical 

missionaries, as workers together with God, to use the means that He 

has provided. Then we should pray that God will bless these agencies. 

We do believe in a God; we believe in a God who answers prayer. He 

has said, “Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 

Christ sought the people where they were and placed before them the 

great truths in regard to His place to place, He blessed and 

comforted the suffering and healed the . Small companies are to go 

forth to do the work to which Christ appointed His disciples. While 

laboring as evangelists they can visit the sick, praying with them 

and, if need be, treating them, not with medicines but with the 

remedies provided in nature. {CH You may say, "Why not, then, take 

hold of the work, and heal the sick as Christ did?" I answer, you are 

not ready. Some have believed; some have been healed; but there are 

many who make themselves sick by intemperate eating or by indulging 

in other wrong habits. When they get sick, shall we pray for them to 

be raised up, that they may carry on the very same work again? There 

must be a reformation throughout our ranks; the people must reach a 

higher standard before we can expect the power of God to be 

manifested in a marked manner for the healing of the sick. . . . {MM 

15.4} The scriptures say, “Is any sick among you? Let him call for 

the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him 

with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save 

the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he has committed 

sins, they shall be forgiven him”. James 5:14-15. The Lord Jesus 

will work miracles for His people. In the sixteenth of Mark we read: 

"So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was received up into 

heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth and 

preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 

word with signs following." Here we are assured that the Lord was 

qualifying His chosen servants to take up medical missionary work 

after His ascension. {KC 139.5} “In visions of the night 

representations passed before me of a great reformatory movement 

among God’s people. Many were praising God. The sick were healed and 

other miracles were wrought.” 9T 126. “The great work of the gospel 

is not to close with less manifestations of the power of God than 

marked its opening …miracles will be wrought, the sick will be 

healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also 



works with lying wonders, bringing down fire from heaven in the sight 

of men. Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take 

their stand.” GC,pp.611-612. 3 John 2 is quoted in ministry of 

healing, p.113, as follows: “The desire of God for every human being 

in expressed in the words, “beloved, I wish above all things that 

thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers.” 

Note: “Even” or just to the extent that thy soul prospers. Here is 

revealed the real wish or object of God in healing. God wants to save 

the soul. He does not want to heal the bodies of men and women so 

they can go on in their transgressions and finally be punished for 

those transgressions. He wants to save the soul. See Job 33. It seems 

to the writer that 3 John 2 is holding out the thought that, if the 

soul grasps by faith the power of God, to give the victory over 

everything that would hinder them from perfecting character, they 

should also believe that God will heal their “incurable” diseases. 

Psalm 103:3, Mathew 19:26, Jeremiah 32:17 &c. In other words, because 

one has an incurable disease like HIV/AIDS, he should not become 

discouraged and feel that there is no hope for him to live through 

the grand demonstration, after probation’s door is closed and be 

translated without seeing death. God’s wish, we are told, is that we 

might be in health. Therefore, like any good father, God desires to 

heal His children if He can do so and save the soul. If we are not 

healed, there is a reason---it is not God’s fault, and we should be 

submissive. Why do we not exercise greater faith in the Divine 

Physician? As He worked for the man with the palsy, so He will work 

today for those who come to Him for healing. We have great need of 

more faith. I am alarmed as I see the lack of faith among our people. 

We need to come right into the presence of Christ, believing that He 

will heal our physical and spiritual infirmities. We are too 

faithless. Oh, how I wish that I could lead our people to have faith 

in God! They need not feel that in order to exercise faith they must 

be wrought up into a high state of excitement. All they have to do is 

to believe God's Word, just as they believe one another's word. He 

hath said it, and He will perform His Word. Calmly rely on His 

promise, because He means all that He says. Say, He has spoken to me 

in His Word, and He will fulfill every promise that He has made. Do 

not become restless. Be trustful. God's Word is true. Act as if your 

heavenly Father could be trusted. . . . R&H,Jan.13,1944. The reason 

that the Lord does not manifest his power more decidedly is because 

there is so little spirituality among those who claim to believe the 

truth. {SpM 123.1} Why do we not exercise greater faith in the Divine 

Physician? As He worked for the man with the palsy, so He will work 

today for those who come to Him for healing. We have great need of 

more faith. I am alarmed as I see the lack of faith among our people. 



We need to come right into the presence of Christ, believing that He 

will heal our physical and spiritual infirmities. {1SM 83.3} Cease to 

talk unbelief. In God is our strength. Pray much. Prayer is the life 

of soul. The prayer of faith is the weapon by which we may 

successfully resist every assault of the enemy.-- Manuscript 24, 1904. 

{1SM 88.4} Great things are before us, and we want to call the people 

from their indifference to get ready. Things that are eternal crowd 

upon my vision day and night; the things that are temporal fade from 

my sight. We are not now to cast away our confidence, but to have 

firm assurance, firmer than ever before. Hitherto hath the Lord 

helped us, and he will help us to the end. We will look to the 

monumental pillars, reminders of what the Lord has done, to comfort 

us and to save us from the hand of the destroyer. We want to have 

fresh in our memory every tear the Lord has wiped from our eyes, 

every pain he has soothed, every anxiety removed, every fear 

dispelled, every want supplied, every mercy bestowed, and thus 

strengthen ourselves for all that is before us through the remainder 

of our pilgrimage. We cannot but look onward to new perplexities in 

the coming conflict, but we may look on what is past as well as what 

is to come, and say, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. “As thy days, 

so shall thy strength be.” [Deuteronomy 33:25.] The trial will not 

exceed the strength which shall be given us to bear it. Then let us 

take up our work just where we find it, believing that nothing can 

come but that strength will come proportionate to the trial. {GW92 

374.2} When the Saviour said, "Go, . . . teach all nations," He said 

also, "These signs shall follow them that believe; In My name shall 

they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall 

take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 

hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." 

The promise is as far-reaching as the commission. Not that all the 

gifts are imparted to each believer. The Spirit divides "to every man 

severally as He will." 1 Corinthians 12:11. But the gifts of the 

Spirit are promised to every believer according to his need for the 

Lord's work. The promise is just as strong and trustworthy now as in 

the days of the apostles. "These signs shall follow them that 

believe." This is the privilege of God's children, and faith should 

lay hold on all that it is possible to have as an endorsement of 

faith. {DA 823.2} "They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 

recover." This world is a vast lazar house, but Christ came to heal 

the sick, to proclaim deliverance to the captives of Satan. He was in 

Himself health and strength. He imparted His life to the sick, the 

afflicted, those possessed of demons. He turned away none who came to 

receive His healing power. He knew that those who petitioned Him for 

help had brought disease upon themselves; yet He did not refuse to 



heal them. And when virtue from Christ entered into these poor souls, 

they were convicted of sin, and many were healed of their spiritual 

disease, as well as of their physical maladies. The gospel still 

possesses the same power, and why should we not today witness the 

same results? {DA 823.3} “Christ gave Israel definite instructions 

in regard to their habits of life and He assured them, “The Lord 

will take away from thee all sickness. These lessons are for us” 

DA,p. 824. It is labor lost to teach people to look to God as a 

healer of their infirmities, unless they are taught also to lay aside 

unhealthful practices. In order to receive His blessing in answer to 

prayer, they must cease to do evil and learn to do well. Their 

surroundings must be sanitary, their habits of life correct. They 

must live in harmony with the law of God, both natural and spiritual. 

{CCh 304.2} The question is asked, Has Sister White ever worked 

miracles? Never, never. I have had the honor of praying for the sick 

most earnestly and laying my hands upon them in the name of the Lord. 

But it was the Holy Spirit of God that worked the miracles, and not 

the human agency. {18MR 372.2} It is not possible for me to describe 

all the cases now. They are not few. The multiplied instances have 

been all through my experience. I have prayed for the sick and they 

were raised up, often from a hopeless condition. Some cases were 

wonderful. No human agencies work miracles, but the Holy Spirit has, 

in answer to prayer, raised me up from severe illness, and once 

brought me back from death--brought me to life. …{18MR 372.3} 

Healing of Sister White The Lord has visited me again in great mercy. 

I have been greatly afflicted for a few months past. Disease has 

pressed me heavily. For years I have been afflicted with dropsy and 

disease of the heart. It has had a tendency to depress my spirits, 

and destroy my faith and courage. The message to the Laodiceans has 

not accomplished that zealous repentance with God's people I expected 

to see, and my perplexity of mind has been great. Disease seemed to 

make continual progress upon me, and I thought I must lie down in the 

grave. I had no desire to live, therefore could not take hold of 

faith and pray for my recovery. Often when I retired to rest at night, 

I realized that I was in danger of losing my breath before morning. 

In this state I fainted at midnight. Br. Andrews and Loughborough 

were sent for, and earnest petitions were offered to God in my behalf. 

The depression and heavy weight were lifted from my aching heart, and 

I was taken off in vision, and saw these things which I present 

before you. {4bSG 32.1} On our return, I was taken very sick, and 

suffered extremely. My parents, husband, and sisters united in prayer 

for me, but I suffered on for three weeks. I often fainted like one 

dead, but in answer to prayer revived again. My agony was so great 

that I pleaded with those around me not to pray for me; for I thought 



their prayers were protracting my sufferings. Our neighbors gave me 

up to die. For a time it pleased the Lord to try our faith. {CET 89.2} 

Brother and Sister Nichols, of Dorchester, Massachusetts, had heard 

of my affliction, and their son Henry came to Gorham, bringing things 

for my comfort. During his visit, my friends again united in prayer 

for my recovery. After others had prayed, Brother Henry Nichols began 

to pray most fervently; and with the power of God resting upon him, 

he arose from his knees, came across the room, and laid his hands 

upon my head, saying, "Sister Ellen, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole," 

and fell back, prostrated by the power of God. I believed that the 

work was of God, and the pain left me. My soul was filled with 

gratitude and peace. The language of my heart was: "There is no help 

for us but in God. We can be in peace only as we rest in Him and wait 

for His salvation." {CET 89.3} Healing of father Andrews For two or 

three years my mind continued to be locked to an understanding of the 

scriptures. In the course of our labors, my husband and I visited 

Father Andrews, who was suffering intensely with inflammatory 

rheumatism. We prayed for Him. I laid my hands on his head, and said, 

“Father Andrews, the Lord Jesus maketh the whole” he was healed 

instantly. He got up, and walked about the room, praising God, and 

saying, “I never saw it on this wise before. Angels of God are in 

this room.” The glory of the Lord was revealed. Light seemed to 

shine all through the house, and an angel’s hand was laid upon my 

head. From that time to this I have been able to understand the word 

of God-Special Testimonies Series B,No 2,p 57. Healing of Miss 

Frances Howland In the spring of 1845 I made a visit to Topsham, 

Maine. On one occasion quite a number of us were assembled at the 

house of Brother Stockbridge Howland. His eldest daughter, Miss 

Frances Howland, a very dear friend of mine, was sick with rheumatic 

fever, and under the doctor's care. Her hands were so badly swollen 

that the joints could not be distinguished. As we sat together 

speaking of her case, Brother Howland was asked if he had faith that 

his daughter could be healed in answer to prayer. He answered that he 

would try to believe that she might, and presently declared that he 

did believe it possible. {LS 74.1} We all knelt in earnest prayer to 

God in her behalf. We claimed the promise, "Ask, and ye shall 

receive," John 16:24. The blessing of God attended our prayers, and 

we had the assurance that God was willing to heal the afflicted one. 

One of the brethren present cried out, "Is there a sister here who 

has the faith to go and take her by the hand, and bid her arise in 

the name of the Lord?" {LS 74.2} Sister Frances was lying in the 

chamber above, and before he ceased speaking Sister Curtis was on her 

way to the stairs. She entered the sickroom with the Spirit of God 

upon her, and taking the invalid by the hand, said, "Sister Frances, 



in the name of the Lord arise, and be whole." New life shot through 

the veins of the sick girl, a holy faith took possession of her, and 

obeying its impulse, she rose from her bed, stood upon her feet, and 

walked the room, praising God for her recovery. She was soon dressed, 

and came down into the room where we were assembled, her countenance 

lighted up with unspeakable joy and gratitude. {LS 74.3} Only a few 

who were strong in faith were permitted to enter the sickroom. The 

fanatics whose influence over him had been so injurious, and who had 

persistently followed him to Brother Patten's, were positively 

forbidden to come into his presence, while we prayed fervently for 

his restoration to health. I have seldom known such a reaching out to 

claim the promises of God. The salvation of the Holy Spirit was 

revealed, and power from on high rested upon our sick brother and 

upon all present. {LS 76.2} Brother Hyde immediately dressed and 

walked out of the room, praising God, and with the light of heaven 

shining upon his countenance. A farmer's dinner was ready upon the 

table. Said he, "If I were well, I should partake of this food; and 

as I believe God has healed me, I shall carry out my faith." He sat 

down to dinner with the rest, and ate heartily without injury. His 

recovery was complete and permanent. {LS 76.3} Healing of Gilbert 

Collins One morning in February, 1849, during family prayers at 

Brother Howland's, I was shown that it was our duty to go to 

Dartmouth, Massachusetts. Soon after, my husband went to the post 

office, and brought a letter from Brother Philip Collins, urging us 

to come to Dartmouth, for their son was very sick. We went 

immediately, and found that the boy, who was thirteen years old, had 

been sick for nine weeks with the whooping cough, and was wasted 

almost to a skeleton. The parents thought him to be in consumption, 

and they were greatly distressed to think that their only son must be 

taken from them. {CET 121.5} We united in prayer for the boy, and 

earnestly besought the Lord to spare his life. We believed that he 

would get well, though to all appearances there was no possibility of 

his recovery. My husband raised him in his arms, exclaiming as he 

walked the room, "You will not die, but live!" We believed that God 

would be glorified in his recovery. {CET 122.1} We left Dartmouth, 

and were absent about eight days. When we returned, little Gilbert 

came out to meet us. He had gained four pounds in weight. We found 

the household rejoicing in God over this manifestation of divine 

favor. {CET 122.2} Healing of sister temple Having received a request 

to visit Sister Hastings, of New Ipswich, New Hampshire, who was 

greatly afflicted, we made the matter a subject of prayer, and 

obtained evidence that the Lord would go with us. On our way we 

stopped at Dorchester, with Brother Otis Nichols's family, and they 

told us of the affliction of Sister Temple of Boston. On her arm she 



had a sore, which caused her much anxiety. It had extended over the 

bend of the elbow. She had suffered great agony, and had in vain 

resorted to human means for relief. The last effort had driven the 

disease to her lungs, and she felt that unless she obtained immediate 

help, the disease would end in consumption. {CET 122.3} Sister Temple 

had left word for us to come and pray for her. We went with trembling, 

having sought in vain for the assurance that God would work in her 

behalf. We went into the sickroom, relying upon the naked promises of 

God. Sister Temple's arm was in such a condition that we could not 

touch it, and were obliged to pour the oil upon it. Then we united in 

prayer, and claimed the promises of God. The pain and soreness left 

the arm while we were praying, and we left Sister Temple rejoicing in 

the Lord. On our return, eight days later, we found her in good 

health, and hard at work at the washtub. {CET 123.1} The family of 

Leonard Hastings We found Brother Leonard Hastings's family in deep 

affliction. Sister Hastings met us with tears, exclaiming, "The Lord 

has sent you to us in a time of great need." She had an infant about 

eight weeks old, which cried continually when awake. This, added to 

her wretched state of health, was fast wearing away her strength. 

{CET 123.2} We prayed earnestly to God for the mother, following the 

directions given in James, and we had the assurance that our prayers 

were heard. Jesus was in the midst of us to break the power of Satan 

and release the captive. But we felt sure that the mother could not 

gain much strength until the cries of the child should cease. We 

anointed the child and prayed over it, believing that the Lord would 

give both mother and child peace and rest. It was done. The cries of 

the child ceased, and we left them both doing well. The gratitude of 

the mother could not be expressed. {CET 123.3} This was what I did in 

the case of my husband. Many, many prayers have been offered in his 

behalf, but you well know the petitions were not immediately answered. 

The praying ones became weary because they did not see their prayers 

answered, and tried to find reasons to explain the delay. But I 

ceased not my prayers. When I saw that he did not recover, I 

redoubled my energy. I began to devise ways and means that would aid 

nature to the very utmost in making healthful changes in the 

suffering one. Day and night I prayed for wisdom, and if I had ceased 

my prayers and my efforts, he would have died. {19MR 226.3} Sometimes 

answers to our prayers come immediately; sometimes we have to wait 

patiently and continue earnestly to plead for the things that we need, 

our cases illustrated by the case of the importunate solicitor for 

bread. "Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at 

midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; for a 

friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to 

set before him? And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me 



not; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I 

cannot rise and give thee. I say unto you, Though he will not rise 

and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his 

importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth." {19MR 

227.3} This lesson means much more than we imagine. We are to keep on 

asking, even if we do not realize the immediate response to our 

prayers. "And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 

and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every 

one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 

that knocketh it shall be opened." {19MR 228.1} Deliverance of a 

demon possessed On one occasion, speaking to the twelve, and 

referring to Judas, Christ declared, "One of you is a devil." Often 

in the days of His earthly ministry the Saviour met His adversary in 

human form, when Satan as an unclean spirit took possession of men. 

Satan takes possession of the minds of men today. In my labors in the 

cause of God, I have again and again met those who have been thus 

possessed, and in the name of the Lord I have rebuked the evil spirit. 

{1NL 17.4} The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 

anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal 

the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 

bruised, o preach the acceptable year of the Lord-Luke 4:18-19. 

Christ has all power in heaven and in earth. He is the great 

Physician, upon whom we are to call when suffering from physical or 

spiritual disease. Over the winds and the waves and over men 

possessed with demons, He showed that He possessed absolute control. 

To Him have been given the keys of death and of hell. Principalities 

and powers were made subject to Him, even while in His 

humiliation. . . . {1NL 11.2} KEY REFERENCES: CCh: Counsels for the 

church NL: Notebook Leaflet MM: Medical Ministry CH: Counsels on 

Health KC: Kress Correction T: Testimonies GC: Great Controversy R&H: 

Review and Herald SpM: Spalding and Magan Correction SM: Selected 

Messages DA: Desire of Ages MR: Manuscript SG: Spiritual Gifts LS: 

Life Sketches of Ellen White CET: Christian Experience and Teachings 

of Ellen White Br Kunselema emmanuelkunselema@Yahoo.com 
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